Volume 14, Issue 1

JANUARY 2019

Pastor’s Ponderings

BEST IN 2019

Part of my job as your pastor is to help us
all grow in our Christian faith. For me, that’s
all about making disciples for Jesus Christ to
transform the world! So here is my idea for
how we, together, can continue to do that
throughout 2019...

In all of our ministries, let’s strive for a level
higher than...just mediocre.

We don't like sports teams that win just half
of their games, right?

And we don’t want our kids and/or grand-
kids to be satisfied with only making “c’s” in
school, right?

And neither do we want to stand before our
Maker in contentment as we say...well | act-
ed like a Christian at least half the time!”
right?

Think about this...when we go to God to
ask for help...when we go to God to give us
hope...when we go to God with a request for
healing...we expect God’s all sufficient, totally
amazing, 100% response, right?

Well, likewise...|l believe that God wants our
best...and our utmost...

God has blessed First United Methodist
Church with so many gifts...gifts that are con-
sistently given through our core of committed
volunteers. Did you know that we have multi-
ple active Sunday School groups who reach
out to those in need in our community, in a
variety of ways, every month? Did you know
that we have a choir who volunteers their
time and their talents to lead us in praise and
worship every Sunday? Did you know that
we have enthusiastic children’s and youth
groups who play and study and fellowship
together on a regular basis for the purposes
of Christian growth? Did you know that we
have individuals offering consistent behind-
the-scenes legwork every day to keep all of
the functions of this astounding facility run-
ning smoothly? And did you know, that we
have people generously giving of their finan-
cial resources on a regular basis to assure
the continuation of both the physical and spir-
itual ministries of this church?

Radically changing people’s lives is what

over things that are NOT part of the Good
News. Additionally, it concerns me when
we...sometimes...seem to be too easily satis-
fied being only “so-so” in our faith. | don’t
know about you, but | don’t care to be re-
membered for offering God’s...only
“somewhat”...amazing grace!

So...beginning on January 1, 2019...1 am
going to dedicate myself, 100%, to turning up
the joy and the enthusiasm in our shared
ministry at First UMC! And of course, | en-
courage you to do the same! | am excited
that some of this “new best” is already reveal-
ing itself! Because of your long standing
dedication to shining the light of Christ in this
community, our leadership team is looking at
past successes along with possible new en-
deavors to keep our “ministry energy” soaring
into the future! Itis quite clear that ours is a
church that is dedicated to transforming lives
in the name of Christ...and thus | hope we
can explore even newer ways to brighten that
impact in the year ahead.

Please know that everything | do as a pas-
tor...from checking emails to preparing ser-
mons to praying for each of you...is done
from the fullness of my heart. And every min-
istry event that we plan, either for the enjoy-
ment of our own fellowship and/or for the
benefit of the community, is fueled by a
shared passion to make disciples...to grow
disciples...and to empower disci-
ples...disciples who are 100% dedicated to
Jesus Christ! If you have any ideas and/or
feedback on how we can do this..at our
best...please let me know. If you would like
to join a specific committee or ministry team
in order to give more of your best, please
contact me.

My hope is that by becoming even more
familiar with God’s gift of 100% grace, we will
continue to move into the future-our future-as
faithful followers who are 100% committed to
bringing God delight...by serving others with
our best!

Enthusiastically-

Jesus meant by offering salvation and by Pastor Kim
sharing the Good News and by practicing
servanthood. So it worries me when we
spend more time..sometimes,..obsessing
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From the First Church Child Development Ministry

In January, there will be some
changes in the Child Develop-
ment Ministry. We have 3 new
teachers starting. There are 2
new two year old teachers, Te-
resa Moore and Tiffanie Phillips.
Ms. Kerri Davis will be the care-
giver in a new infant room. Ms.
Kerri worked at the CDM a cou-
ple of years ago with two year
olds, but left for health reasons.
We are so happy to welcome
her back.

The CDM will be growing in Jan-
uary with more infants enrolling.
We are excited to welcome new
families into our family.

We are so glad to have Mrs. Alli-
son Becker working with us
through the SC Infant and Tod-
dler Project. She has come in to
observe and has given us a lot
of wonderful suggestions to
make us the best we can be for
the children. We are looking
forward to continuing this train-

Walkie Talkies...Winter Wonderland

ing and making FCCDM the best
child care in town.

Come visit us and see all the
good things we have going on.

In Him,
Mimi

Although our numbers have been
slimmer over the past couple of
weeks due to the “colder” tempera-
tures our Walkie Talkies group
continues to gather for exercise
and fellowship.

Our Tuesday group meets at
the Cheraw State Park, right
across from the golf course at the
House on the Hill. Our two select-
ed routes are either the “park road
out to the trailhead or the “back
nine” golf cart path. We meet at
7:30am and walk for about an

”

hour.

Our Thursday group meets at
Arrowhead Park off of State
Road in Cheraw. This route of-
fers a flatter trek, and the monot-
ony of “round and round the cir-
cle” is overcome by wonderful
discussion and laughter among
our participants. Plus...the new
landscape and grounds project
provides much “new beauty” to
enjoy and appreciate all around
the track! We meet in the park-
ing lot by the Memorial Stone at

7:30am.

Please join us on one...or
both...days!




Friday Bible Study—Thank God!

Once upon a time, there was a
version of the Christian faith worth
living and dying for. It was a version
of the church that believers in the
first century found...irresistible. And
this version of the church not only
survived...it thrived!!! Would you like
to have a faith like that...a faith that
is...irresistible...a faith that is capa-
ble of turning the world upside
down?

You are invited ...every Friday
morning at 10am...to a Bible Study
discussion which will help us to live
out a faith that is not
just...interesting...but irresistible!
Irresistible enough to...go global!

Serving in January

Irresistible enough to...re-center the
universe! lrresistible enough to...re-
prioritize first things first! Irresistible
enough to...offer all things new!

Here’s a question to ponder...why
doesn’t everyone in America go to
church? Perhaps it's because our
modern version of faith is easy to
both...resist and dismiss? Perhaps
it's because we’re too caught up in
what’s in it for us rather than what
love requires of us?

Do you have a desire to change
those answers?

Why not?

We know it's possible!

After all...there’s a manger and a
cross which make it possible...along
with an amazing promise of ever-
lasting life!

Please join us every Friday at
10am for our TGIF
study...Irresistible!

Study begins January 11th.

Please note the time change of one
half hour earlier.

Talk to Pastor Kim for more
information.

Hostess

Ruth Ann Jones
Head Usher

Acolyte and Cross Bearer

Lawton Harris (A) Margaret Jean Harris (CB)

Greeters
January 6 Michelle Rohde
January 13 M&M Heath Ruffner
January 20 M&M Jim Crawford
January 27 M&M Joey Mills

Lobby Door Greeters

January 6 Robert Calhoun, Theodore Burns

January 13 Manfred Kollitz, Joey Mills
January 20 Jim Crawford, Rhett Butler
January 27 Herbert Watts, Jackie Furr

Nursery

January 6 Caroline Quick and Allison Beck-

er

January 13 Caroline Quick and Lesley Jean

Watson

January 20 Caroline Quick and Nancy

Wagnon

January 27 Caroline Quick and Erika
Kollitz

Lay Readers
January 6 Eric Dusa
January 13 Leighton Becker
January 20 Alex Lee
January 27 Lib Norton
Flowers

Whole Month Open

Women’s Bible Study—Thursdays 2pm

Deposit Team

January 6 John Moore

Alternates: Thomas Samuel, Micki
Lockey, Todd Becker

January 13 Roger Wolfe

Alternates: Jim Crawford, Sammy
Quick

January 20 Jeff Johnson

Alternates: Betty Hurst, David
McLean, Walter Crosby

January 27 Robert Calhoun
Alternate: Doug Marsh
McArn Items
January 6 Canned vegetables
January 13 Rice and mashed potatoes
January 20 Canned meats

January 27 Laundry Detergent

Before Adam and Eve sinned,
they would never have questioned
their purpose. After all, their lives
were consumed with loving God
and each other. They were living
out the purpose of every man and
woman ever created. But when sin
entered the world, so too, did ques-
tions...the most primal of all be-
ing...what is my purpose? Why am
| here?

Even for those of us who love
God, we often question what our
purpose is. Perhaps that is be-
cause we have confused purpose

with “what we do”, rather than “who
we are”. When God walked and
talked with Adam and Eve, the de-
light they all experienced was in the
relationship...not in a long list of
tasks well done.

One of the legacies of sin is that
we all experience a vacuum inside.
Even in our best moments, there is
a sense that “there has to be more”.
Our natural tendency, especially as
women, is to try and fill this void
with “doing” something. Even if we
are already over-committed, we try
to fit in “one more thing” which ends

up making us feel worn out. While
living a life of purpose may require
all we have, it is not intended to
leave us burned out, dissatisfied, or
feeling distanced from God.

So how, then, do we truly define a
life of purpose?

Please join us every Thursday
afternoon at 2pm to answer that
question... and many more!

Study starts January 10th.
Please contact Pastor Kim with any
questions.



Please Give Your Support, Your Care, and Your Love

On Thursday, December 13th,
the FUMC Staff Parish Relations
Committee Chairperson, Robert
Calhoun, along with Pastor Kim,
met with Congregational Care
Director Sara Sanderson to dis-
cuss some upcoming changes re-

lated to her current Staff position.

The proposed changes voted up-
on by the FUMC SPRC includes
transitioning Sara into a Part
Time Staff position entitled: Di-
rector of Nurture and Fellowship.
Within this new capacity, the po-
sition responsibilities would in-
clude, and be limited to, the fol-
lowing:
-coordinate existing lay visitation
and nurture ministry
-assist, by appointment only,
members of the Cheraw Commu-
nity who are in need of financial
assistance and/or other daily
needs
-serve as the Staff liason for
FUMC'’s monthly outreach and
fellowship activities, in coordina-
tion and cooperation with the
various ministry committees
hosting the event.

This new Staff position would

A
FUMC

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

117 Third Street
Cheraw, SC 29520

Phone: 843-537-7002
Fax: 843-537-7220
E-mail: fumcangiesmith@gmail.com

be exercised within a 12 hour
work week, with Sara still being
available on the church campus 3
hours per day, 4 days a week.

The FUMC SPRC thought, dis-
cussed at length, and prayed hard
over this decision, ultimately
coming up with a plan that was in
the best interest of both Sara and
FUMC.

Back in October, 2018, the Dis-
trict Superintendent strongly ad-
vised this re-structuring of Sara’s
role based upon the responsibili-
ties and duties which will be
placed on Sara over the upcoming
months, by both the Hartsville
District Committee on Ordained
Ministry as well as the South Car-
olina UMC Board of Ordained
Ministry, in conjunction with
Sara’s journey within the Candi-
dacy Process on the road to Or-
dained Ministry. These duties
and responsibilities of this Pro-
cess were re-visited by both Sara
and FUMC again in November, in
preparation for FUMC'’s unani-
mous “support vote” of Sara’s
ministry journey at Charge Con-
ference, 2018.

We're on the Weh!
www.cherawfirstume.org

Unfortunately, this new Staff
title and the responsibilities ac-
companying it were not accepted
by Sara in a follow up meeting,
and thus, on Friday, December
21st, 2018, Sara resigned from
her current Staff position at
FUMC

We covet your prayers and your
understanding as FUMC transi-
tions through this Staff change,
and we encourage you to be re-
spectful and supportive of Sar’s
decision.

As FUMC continues to be Sara’s
Home church and simultaneously,
Sara’s Ministry Sponsor church,
you are invited to pray for all in-
volved in this journey, and all that
these changes will bring. Your
prayers for patience and a spirit
of promise will be most appreci-
ated.

Questions? Please talk to Pastor
Kim, any SPRC member, and/or
Dr. Robin Deese, Hartsville Dis-
trict Superintendent, SCUMC.

FEBRUARY

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Monday, January 21, 2019



Wednesdays At The First

If you have spent any amount of
time reading the Gospels, you may
have noticed that Jesus prayed and
spent quiet time with God on a regu-
lar basis. Prayer was an important
part of Jesus’ routine, and it was es-
pecially critical to his relationship with
God. There are more than sixty occa-
sions in the Gospels where Jesus
goes away to pray, meditate, and be
alone. These “away times” appear at
various junctures in Jesus’ ministry,
and they cross different thresholds
as far as importance and focus are
concerned.

These prayers of Jesus, to be
clear, are not ritualistic prayers of-
fered in service as a rabbi or teacher.
Rather, these prayers, of Jesus,
serve as...private conversations with
God the Father. Indeed, these pray-

ers, of Jesus are part heartbeat, part
instruction, part love letter, and part
plea, from Jesus, to His Father.

When we break down the sixty
some odd prayers that Jesus prayed,
or times that He taught on prayer, in
Scripture, we discover that Jesus’
prayers fall into five major focus are-
as:
*A Relationship with God
*God’s wisdom and guidance
*Unity
*Living lives that bring glory to God
*Consistency in prayer

These five focus areas represent
the key intersections of much of Je-
sus’ ministry...both as a conduit for
how the Father is working through
Him...and as a catalyst for what He
intends and hopes for His disciples
(us!) to become.

Endowment Fund Update

Beginning Wednesday, January
9th, we will commence a new study
entitled...”The prayers of Je-
sus...and ours”. Throughout our
time together, we will examine how
the prayers of Jesus serve as a
model for our own prayers...in re-
gard to being the primary link by
which we connect with God...and
with each other.

Please note that beginning Janu-
ary 9th, we will have a new WATF
schedule: There will be no dinner,
so our lesson will begin at 6pm.
This will allow for choir participants
to begin their rehearsal promptly at
7pm.

If you have any questions or if
you desire more information, please
contact Pastor Kim.

The Endowment Fund committee
would like to thank the FUMC Child
Development Center for their recent
contribution to the Endowment Fund.

New Addresses

Have you considered leaving the
church in your will/lbequests? The
Endowment can grow through your
special giving.

Current Amount in the Endowment
Fund:
$161,531.91

Several of our church members
have moved and we have new ad-
dresses for them. Here are a cou-
ple:

Martha Bentley
Abbotswood at Stonehenge
7900 Creedmoor Road

Apt. 159

Raleigh, NC 27613

Birthdays and Anniversaries in January

Jane Mayhew

Apt. 307 The Crossings at West
Ashley

1925 Essex Farm Dr.
Charleston, SC 29414

BIRTHDAYS
January 2 Hollis Dusa
January 4 Reagan Freeman

January 5 Jeffery Johnson, Margaret
Wolfe

January 12 Jerry Carter
January 14 Zachary Carabo
January 15 Sara Wicker
January 17 JoAnne Morgan

January 20 Shellie Stanton, Kay
VanDeman, Carolyn
Wallace

January 21 Kaitlyn Nicole Freeman

January 22 Mary Kathryn Wagnon,
Rhett Butler

January 24 Britt Baxley, Aidan
Freeman

January 25 Kate Wilson Kollitz
January 28 Austin Newton
January 29 Sally Smith
January 31 Becky Moore

ANNIVERSARIES
January 7 M&M James Joplin
January 9 M&M Harold Lomas

January 26 M&M Steven
Humphries

January 28 M&M Tavener
Threatte
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Music Ministry—Be Sure to Say...Thank You!

As most of you know, our music
director, Mary Lynn Watkins,
signed on with the First United
Methodist Church Music Ministry
approximately 2 years ago, with
the understanding that it would
be in an...interim capacity.

Well, unfortunately for us, Mary
Lynn has made the decision to
leave us at First UMC and head
out toward new and exciting per-
sonal horizons! Consequently,
Mary Lynn’s last worship service
with us will be Monday, Decem-
ber 24th-Christmas Eve. Please
be sure to thank Mary Lynn for
her service to us here at First
UMC as well as for her gracious-

ness in sharing her multiplicity of
gifts with us!

Mary Lynn has generously of-
fered to serve as “substitute mu-
sician” for us on occasion over the
next month or so when/if we get
into a bind. But beginning imme-
diately, of course, we need to
search for an individual to fill this
staff position. Our administrative
team has already begun posting
“help wanted” ads, so we thought
we’d share some of the position
details with you, just in case you
know someone who may be inter-
ested in coming to serve in minis-
try with us:

What Accounts are for Memorials?

Position: Part time music director
Purpose: To provide overall di-
rection for the total music pro-
gram at the church. To assist the
development and implementation
of church worship services.
Average anticipated hours/week:
12-16

-Sundays/4 hours
-Wednesdays/4 hours

-Personal practice/prep./4 hours
-special services/4 hours

Please send information about
any potential prospects to Pastor
Kim at: cherawpastor@gmail.com

If you give memorials to FUMC
you can designate that they go
to a number of different areas
of the church. Listed below are
areas in which your memorials
can be received:

Contingency Fund
Endowment Fund
Memorial Fund

Good Neighbor

Music Fund

Red Bird

Salkehatchie Summer Service
Bus Fund

Youth Ministries

Childrens Ministries
Contemporary Service Fund
Building Upkeep Fund
Parsonage Upkeep Fund

Wednesday at the First
(WATF)

Relay for Life

Grounds Upkeep Fund
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Scholarships (Streete, Norton,
Harris, Burr, Hook, Eutsler,
Brasington, and Laney)

Memorials can be designated
to go to a number of different

areas.

The Men’s Class at FUMC is offer-
ing a helping hand. Do you need
any help to change a light bulb,
clean the gutters, rake the yard,
wash the car, or go to the store?
Whatever your need, give us a

chance to be a good neighbor to
you. We're not professionals and
will not bill you for services, but
we are handy at doing many
things. Our intent is not to take
any work away from our local

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

businesses and service profes-
sionals, but to simply offer a help-
ing hand.

..help change a light bulb, clean
the gutters, rake the yard,......

Contributions are needed for the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
Please share your surplus with
those who have precious little on
which to live. (Write a check to
FUMC and designate it or part of
it for “Pastor’s Discretionary

Page 6

Fund.”)

Giving to those less
fortunate

S
THE CONNECTION




Christmas Party Fun

Duffy the Shepherd boy.

FUMC BBQ For Sale

Being silly with bunny ears.

The FUMC United Methodist
Men have BBQ to sell. You may
need some for the holidays.

UMW Rada Products

Please contact Angie in the pound.
church office if you would like to
purchase. Costis $8.00 per

The UMW have a new ship-
ment of RADA Products. See
JoAnne Morgan if you are

interested in purchasing any
of these new items.



January Calendar

Tuesday, January 1, 2019
CDM Closed for Holiday

Church Office Closed for Holiday
Pastor Kim on vacation

Wednesday, January 2, 2019
Ezer Class, 10:30am, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January 6 Bulletin Deadline, 12:00pm
CDM Closed for holiday
Pastor Kim on vacation

Thursday, January 3, 2019

Walkie Talkies Town, 7:30am, Arrowhead
Park

Pastor Kim on vacation
Friday, January 4, 2019
Office open by appointment
Pastor Kim on vacation
Sunday, January 6, 2019
Sunday School, 10:00am
Worship, 11:00am
Youth, 5:00pm, Youth Hut/Fellowship Hall

Fireflies Children’s Ministry, 5:00pm, Kid’s
Nook

Pastor Kim on vacation

Monday, January 7, 2019

Plarn Meeting, 5:00pm, Kinsey Mulloy Class-
room

Cub Scouts, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday. January 8, 2019
Walkie Talkies Park, 7:30am, State Park
Adult Exercise, 11:00am, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January 13 Bulletin Deadline, 2:00pm
UMW PM Circle, 3:00pm, Parlor
Weight Watchers, 5:30pm, Fellowship Hall
Boy Scouts, 6:00pm, Scout Hut
UMW Circle #3, 6:30pm

Wednesday, January 9, 2019

CDM Chapel, 10:00am, Sanctuary
WATF Bible Study, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Choir Room

Thursday, January 10,2019

Walkie Talkies Town, 7:30am, Arrowhead
Park

Women'’s Study, 2:00pm, Parlor

Friday, January 11,2019
Office open by Appointment
T.G.LF. Study, 10:00am, Parlor

Sunday, January 13,2019
UMM Breakfast, 8:30am, Fellowship Hall

Palmetto Ridge Ministry, 9:30am, Palmetto
Ridge

Sunday School, 10:00am
Worship, 11:00am

Hartsville Distric UMC SPRC Training, 3-5pm,
Elim UMC Hartsville,

Youth, 5:00pm, Youth Hut/Fellowship Hall

Fireflies Children’s Ministry, 5:00pm, Kid’s
Nook

Monday, January 14,2019

Plarn Meeting, 5:00pm, Kinsey Mulloy Class-
room

Cub Scouts, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday. January 15, 2019
Walkie Talkies Park, 7:30am, State Park
Mepkin Abbey Tour, leave at 8:45am
Adult Exercise, 11:00am, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January 20 Bulletin Deadline, 12:00pm
Weight Watchers, 5:30pm, Fellowship Hall
Boy Scouts, 6:00pm, Scout Hut
Wednesday, January 16, 2019
CDM Chapel, 10:00am, Sanctuary
WATF Bible Study, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Choir Room
Thursday, January 17, 2019

Walkie Talkies Town, 7:30am, Arrowhead
Park

J.0.Y. Club, 12:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Women'’s Study, 2:00pm, Parlor
Fri n 18,201
Office open by Appointment
T.G.LF. Study, 10:00am, Parlor
Sunday, January 20, 2019
Sunday School, 10:00am
Worship, 11:00am
Youth, 5:00pm, Youth Hut/Fellowship Hall

Fireflies Children’s Ministry, 5:00pm, Kid’s
Nook

Monday, January 21,2019

Plarn Meeting, 5:00pm, Kinsey Mulloy Class-
room

Cub Scouts, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Church Council Meeting, 6:00pm, Fred Harris
SS Class

February Newsletter Deadline
Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday, January 22,2019
Walkie Talkies Park, 7:30am, State Park

Adult Exercise, 11:00am, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January 27 Bulletin Deadline, 12:00pm
Weight Watchers, 5:30pm, Fellowship Hall
Boy Scouts, 6:00pm, Scout Hut
Wednesday, January 23,2019
CDM Chapel, 10:00am, Sanctuary
WATEF Bible Study, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Choir Room
Thursday, January 24, 2019
Walkie Talkies Town, 7:30am, Arrowhead Park
Women'’s Study, 2:00pm, Parlor
Friday, January 25,2019
Office open by Appointment
T.G.LF. Study, 10:00am, Parlor

Saturday, January 26,2019

Hartsville District UM Day with Bishop,
9:30am-11:30am, Bethel UMC, Sumter

Sunday, January 27, 2019
Sunday School, 10:00am
Worship, 11:00am
Youth, 5:00pm, Youth Hut/Fellowship Hall
Fireflies Children’s Ministry, 5:00pm, Kid’s Nook

Mon nuary 28, 2019
Plarn Meeting, 5:00pm, Kinsey Mulloy Classroom
Cub Scouts, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday. January 29, 2019
Walkie Talkies Park, 7:30am, State Park
Adult Exercise, 11:00am, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, February 3 Bulletin Deadline, 2:00pm
Weight Watchers, 5:30pm, Fellowship Hall
Boy Scouts, 6:00pm, Scout Hut
Wedn n 201
CDM Chapel, 10:00am, Sanctuary
WATTF Bible Study, 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Choir Practice, 7:00pm, Choir Room
Thur n 1,201

Walkie Talkies Town, 7:30am, Arrowhead
Park

Women'’s Study, 2:00pm, Parlor



