MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP AND SERVICE OF TENEBRAE
APRIL 5, 2012 7:00 P.M.
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF CHERAW, SC

A SERVICE OF THE WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN 290 “Go To Dark Gethsemane” Redhead 76
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one
another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the

servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Lord, whom with you and the Holy Spirit we worship
and praise, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON 1 Corinthians 11: 23 — 26 Rhett Butler
SECOND LESSON Hebrews 2: 10, 14 — 18; 4: 14 - 16 Sammy Quick
HYMN 292 “What Wondrous Love This Is” Wondrous Love
GOSPEL LESSON John 13:1-17;34-35

SERMON Rev. Paul Wood
PRAYER

OFFERING FOR MCARN COMMUNITY MINISTRY
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “And No Bird Sang” Wagner

DOXOLOGY

A SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is open to all. Please come forward using the side aisles and return by going down the
middle aisle.

A SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE III, Page 15
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
ANTHEM “Why Has God Forsaken Me?” Shimpi

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR



A SERVICE OF TENEBRAE

NOTE: The congregation speaks the part of the Disciples, found in bold font.

Speaker: This past Sunday, we met Jesus in the Garden -- in the Garden with his own agonizing realization that
human death, the most degrading form of torture, the crucifixion of his age, awaited him. In the twelfth chapter
of the Gospel according to John, hear this:

Nevertheless many, even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess it;
for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human glory more than the glory that comes
from God. (John 12:42-43)

Disciples: How will the world know me, by my loving confession of faith that Jesus is Lord, or by my
desire for the human glory that at times I love more than my own salvation?

The first candle is extinguished.

Speaker: As told by Matthew in the 26th chapter: Peter said to him, "Though all become deserters because of
you, | will never desert you." Jesus said to him, "Truly | tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you
will deny me three times." Peter said to him, "Even though | must die with you, I will not deny you." And so
said all the disciples. (Matthew 26:33-35)

Disciples: How fragile is my love for my Lord; how many times have | denied what I know to be true in
order to save myself from being found out, from being ostracized, from being criticized, from being
harmed?

The second candle is extinguished.
Speaker: There are friends we have had who are no longer our friends. There are some we loved as intimates
and family whom we no longer call beloved. We hear Judas speak: "Greetings, Rabbi!" and he kisses him, and

those who are with him lay hands on Jesus and arrest him.

Disciples: Have I ever betrayed a friend, a family member, a member of my church family? Is my
stomach churning as | remember it? Am | beginning to sweat; is my face red; does anyone know?

The third candle is extinguished.
Speaker: Jesus did not call his followers to lead in the same way that others led, by lording over them. He called
those who would come after him to lead through their service to others. Jesus called those who would follow

him to love as he had loved, with more concern for the other person than for one’s self.

John 13:14-15: So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. For | have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you.

Disciples: What is it about humility that is so distasteful? Is it that | think about humiliation and not
about humility? How embarrassed would I be even if someone else came to me right now and offered to
wash my feet? Would I allow it?

The fourth candle is extinguished.



Speaker: Keeping watch is an act of love, isn't it? We keep watch over infants when they are ill. We keep watch
at the shallow breathing of parent or spouse and wait for the end. We keep watch for the arrival of loved ones
who are traveling to us from a distance.

Mark 14:34: And [Jesus] said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death: remain here, and keep awake."

Disciples: When has it been difficult for me to keep watch over the things of God that have been given to
me with mercy and grace? How faithfully do | keep watch with Jesus, through prayer and supplication,
as he agonizes for my broken and sinful world?

The fifth candle is extinguished.

Speaker: The cross is a symbol of divine love that human beings can hardly fathom. We might gladly die for
our children, those close to us, for honor or personal glory; but would we do so for an enemy, for someone who
had betrayed us, for someone who had slandered us, for someone who had taken advantage of our love, lied and
abandoned us?

John 13:34-35: | give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

Disciples: How do | treat people who think differently from me, who look different from me, who speak a
different language than I, who worship differently than 1? Did Christ die for them? How do others see me
behave in the face of difference?

The sixth candle is extinguished.

Speaker: We say things like, "I found Christ. . .," or "When I got saved. . .," or "l try to be a good person. . ."
John 15:16-17: You did not choose me but I chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you these commands so that
you may love one another.

Disciples: Isn't my ultimate purpose in life to try to have a good life, by being good? Shouldn't I try to
share with others what | know is the right way to think about God? Is everything that God gives me
meant to be offered to the world in Jesus’ name and not my name? When a tree bears fruit, it isn't for the
tree to eat, is it? And the tree doesn't really have any say in who is nourished by the fruit, does it?

John 19:14: Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. [Pilate] said to the
Jews, "Here is your King!" They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!"

The seventh candle is extinguished. The sound of the hammer reminds us of the moment of the crucifixion of our
Lord.

DISMISSAL John 3: 16 — 17

The congregation leaves in silence.



NOTE -- The closing portion of worship tonight is an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae service. It dates back
to the earliest years of the church. Coming from the Latin word meaning "shadows," Tenebrae depicts —
through the extinguishing of candles and the dimming of lights in the sanctuary — the flight of the disciples and
the approaching Crucifixion. The service offers an opportunity for us to become more aware of our own
humanity and our relationship with Christ.

The Tenebrae Dialogue is © 2009 Rina Terry. All Rights Reserved, with permission of the General Board of
Discipleship. The scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version.

OFFERING -- Tonight’s offering is for McArn Community Ministry, an ecumenical ministry here in Cheraw
which serves needy persons in our community.

GENESIS SERVICE — Our next Genesis Service will be next Sunday at 8:30am in the Fellowship Hall.



